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Single-Family Housing Construction Industry
(NAICS 236115)

Industry Definition 

NAICS 236115: Single-Family Housing Construction. This industry comprises 
establishments primarily responsible for the entire construction (i.e., new work, 
additions, alterations, and repairs) of single family residential housing units (e.g., 
single family detached houses, town houses, or row houses where each housing 
unit is separated by a ground-to-roof wall and where no housing units are 
constructed above or below). This industry includes establishments responsible 
for additions and alterations to mobile homes and on-site assembly of modular 
and prefabricated houses. Establishments identified as single family construction 
management firms are also included in this industry. Establishments in this 
industry may perform work for others or on their own account for sale as 
speculative or operative builders. Kinds of establishments include single 
family housing custom builders, general contractors, design builders, 
engineer-constructors, joint-venture contractors, and turnkey contractors.

Industry Establishments, Sales & Employment Trends

Year Percent Change Year-to-Year
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 05-06 06-07 07-08 08-09

Establishments 112,491 104,586 96,681 90,636 84,969 -7.0% -7.6% -6.3% -6.3%

Sales ($Millions) 139,043 129,441 128,736 128,633 128,050 -6.9% -0.5% -0.1% -0.5%

Employment 627,262 560,794 518,320 485,945 455,657 -10.6% -7.6% -6.2% -6.2%

Industry Ratios

(Industry Averages)
Year Percent Change Year-to-Year

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 05-06 06-07 07-08 08-09
Sales ($M)/Estab. 1.24 1.24 1.33 1.42 1.51 0.1% 7.6% 6.6% 6.2%

Sales ($) per Emp. 221,667 230,816 248,372 264,708 281,022 4.1% 7.6% 6.6% 6.2%

Emps. per Estab. 5.6 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4 -3.8% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
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Single-Family Housing Construction Industry
(NAICS 236115)

Size of Firm Industry Estimates

Establishments by Size of Firm
Year 1-4 

Emps.
5-9 
Emps.

10-19 
Emps.

20-49 
Emps.

50-99 
Emps.

100-249 
Emps.

250-499 
Emps.

500+ 
Emps.

Unknown 
Emps.

Total

2006 73,973 14,641 5,388 1,713 300 122 12 8 522 96,681

2008 69,348 13,726 5,051 1,606 282 114 11 7 490 90,636

2009 65,012 12,867 4,735 1,506 264 107 10 7 459 84,969

Sales ($Millions) by Size of Firm Total
2006 42,699 20,283 21,771 17,008 7,838 9,764 2,320 3,452 3,602 128,736

2008 42,664 20,266 21,753 16,993 7,832 9,756 2,318 3,449 3,603 128,633

2009 42,466 20,172 21,652 16,915 7,795 9,711 2,307 3,434 3,598 128,050

Employment by Size of Firm Total
2006 221,919 87,846 75,433 54,817 18,325 16,162 3,603 6,935 33,280 518,320

2008 208,043 82,353 70,716 51,390 17,180 15,151 3,378 6,501 31,232 485,945

2009 195,035 77,204 66,295 48,177 16,105 14,204 3,167 6,095 29,376 455,657

Sub-Industries – 2007 Industry Estimates

Total Total Total

Sub-Industries Establishments Employment Sales ($M)
Single-family housing construction 45,727                  227,819                45,738                  
Single-family home remodeling, 6,147                    29,897                  4,924                    
General remodeling, single-family 20,291                  93,082                  15,129                  
Mobile home repair, on site 321                       1,537                    206                       
Patio and deck construction and repair 891                       4,412                    571                       
Repairing fire damage, single-family 337                       6,662                    979                       
New construction, single-family houses 22,754                  151,929                60,466                  
Prefabricated single-family house 129                       1,886                    260                       
Townhouse construction 85                         1,097                    462                       
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Plumbing & Heating & A/C Contractors
(NAICS 23822)

Industry Definition 

NAICS 23822: Plumbing & Heating & A/C Contractors. This industry 
comprises establishments primarily engaged in one or more of the following: 
(1) installing plumbing, heating, and air-conditioning equipment; (2) servicing 
plumbing, heating, and air-conditioning equipment; and (3) the combined 
activity of selling and installing plumbing, heating, and air-conditioning 
equipment. The plumbing, heating, and air-conditioning work performed 
includes new work, additions, alterations, and maintenance and repairs. 
The activities performed by these establishments range from duct 
fabrication and installation at the site to installation of refrigeration 
equipment, installation of sprinkler systems, and installation of 
environmental controls. 

Industry Establishments, Sales & Employment Trends

Year Percent Change Year-to-Year
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 05-06 06-07 07-08 08-09

Establishments 95,943 96,144 96,345 97,296 98,257 0.2% 0.2% 1.0% 1.0%

Sales ($Millions) 106,997 116,999 124,268 131,978 139,830 9.3% 6.2% 6.2% 5.9%

Employment 970,946 998,759 1,000,911 1,010,809 1,020,802 2.9% 0.2% 1.0% 1.0%

Industry Ratios

(Industry Averages)
Year Percent Change Year-to-Year

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 05-06 06-07 07-08 08-09
Sales ($M)/Estab. 1.12 1.22 1.29 1.36 1.42 9.1% 6.0% 5.2% 4.9%

Sales ($) per Emp. 110,198 117,144 124,155 130,567 136,980 6.3% 6.0% 5.2% 4.9%

Emps. per Estab. 10.1 10.4 10.4 10.4 10.4 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
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Plumbing & Heating & A/C Contractors
(NAICS 23822)

Size of Firm Industry Estimates

Establishments by Size of Firm
Year 1-4 

Emps.
5-9 
Emps.

10-19 
Emps.

20-49 
Emps.

50-99 
Emps.

100-249 
Emps.

250-499 
Emps.

500+ 
Emps.

Unknown 
Emps.

Total

2006 54,616 18,508 12,021 7,616 2,060 835 147 61 481 96,345

2008 55,155 18,691 12,139 7,691 2,080 843 148 61 486 97,296

2009 55,700 18,876 12,259 7,767 2,101 851 149 62 490 98,257

Sales ($Millions) by Size of Firm Total
2006 9,788 10,366 18,851 29,003 17,303 17,767 7,025 10,946 3,219 124,268

2008 10,395 11,009 20,020 30,802 18,377 18,869 7,461 11,625 3,421 131,978

2009 11,014 11,664 21,211 32,634 19,470 19,991 7,904 12,316 3,626 139,830

Employment by Size of Firm Total
2006 109,233 111,051 168,291 243,698 131,821 115,205 46,158 44,799 30,656 1,000,911

2008 110,311 112,147 169,953 246,103 133,123 116,343 46,613 45,241 30,976 1,010,809

2009 111,400 113,254 171,630 248,533 134,437 117,491 47,073 45,687 31,296 1,020,802

Sub-Industries – 2007 Industry Estimates

Total Total Total

Sub-Industries Establishments Employment Sales ($M)
Plumbing, heating, air-conditioning 13,638                  126,824                16,250                  
Boiler and furnace contractors 325                       4,058                    864                       
Boiler maintenance contractor 117                       1,754                    295                       
Boiler setting contractor 34                         624                       103                       
Heating systems repair and 786                       5,532                    543                       
Hydronics heating contractor 44                         530                       74                         
Plumbing contractors 31,481                  286,570                31,199                  
Septic system construction 1,818                    9,987                    850                       
Sprinkler contractors 923                       9,178                    2,717                    
Fire sprinkler system installation 1,401                    36,464                  4,638                    
Irrigation sprinkler system installation 1,197                    12,577                  1,093                    
Heating and air conditioning contractors 18,749                  149,336                14,839                  
Mechanical contractor 5,903                    128,904                22,353                  
Process piping contractor 97                         3,172                    437                       
Solar energy contractor 287                       2,179                    281                       
Ventilation and duct work contractor 494                       10,313                  1,412                    
Warm air heating and air conditioning 17,781                  198,635                24,493                  
Refrigeration contractor 1,272                    14,275                  1,825                    
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